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APPENDIX 



Computer-Related Inventions 



II. Determine What Applicant Has Invented and Is Seeking to Patent 

A. Identify and Understand Any Practical Application Asserted 
for the Invention 

B. Review the Detailed Disclosure and Specific Embodiments 

of the Invention to Detemiine What tiie Applicant Has Invented 

C. Review ttie Qaims 



III. Conduct a Thorough Search of the Prior Art 



PtlN^ ' DeternrilnelWhether the^eiaf med Jnvenyon Com 



V. Evaluate Application for Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 112 

A Detemnine Whetiier ttie Claimed Invention Complies with 
35 U.S.C. § 112. Second Paragraph 

1 . Claims Setting Fortii the Subject Matter Applicant 
Regards as Invention 

2. Claims Particularly Pointing Out and Distinctiy 
Qaiming tiie Invention 

B, Detemnine Whether the Qaimed Invention Complies witii 
35 U.S.C. § 112, First Paragraph 

1 . Adequate Written Description 

2. Enabling Disclosure 



VI. Determine Whether the Claimed Invention Complies with 35 U.S.C. § § 102 and 103 



VII. Clearly Communicate Findings, Conclusions and Their Bases 



IV. Determine Whether the Claimed Invention Complies with 35 U.S.C. § 101 



Consider the Bread 
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Classify the Claimed Invention 



Functional 
Descriptive Material 
(data structure per se 
or computer program 
per se) 



Non-functional 
Descriptive Material 
(e.g., music, literary worics, 
mere data) per se or on 
computer readable 
medium 



A Natural Phenomenon 
(e.g., energy or 
magnetism) 



J NO 
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A series of 
steps to be 
performed on a 
computer? 
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A machine or 
manufacture for 
performing a process 
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A specific 
machine or 
manufacture? 
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Evaluate process to determine if it... 



YES 



Statutory 
Product 



Performs 
independent 
physical acts 
(post-computer 
process activity) 



Manipulates data representing 
physical objects or activities to 
achieve a practical application 
(pre-computer process activity) 
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Merely manipulates yes 

abstract idea or 
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mathematical 
problem without any 

limitation to a 
practical application 
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